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ISTC’s Mission 
“To encourage and assist citizens, businesses and government to prevent 
pollution,  to conserve natural resources, and to reduce waste to protect 
human health and the environment in Illinois and beyond.” 
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Becoming a SEC Partner 
• www.sustainelectronics.illinois.edu  
• Dedicated to the development and implementation of a more 

sustainable system for designing, producing, using, and managing 
electronic devices. 

• Integrates principles of sustainability into curricula & educational 
experiences 

• Technical assistance related to sustainable electronics issues 
provided to ISTC clients—including other campus units 

• UI Sustainable Electronics Campus Consortium, 
http://www.sustainelectronics.illinois.edu/services/campusconsortium.cfm    
 

http://www.sustainelectronics.illinois.edu/
http://www.sustainelectronics.illinois.edu/services/campusconsortium.cfm


• Set an example at the University, & with ISTC clientele 
• ISTC became 1st partner in IL in 2011 
• Many changes in staff & some organizational changes (IT turnover, etc.) 
• Completed basic annual reporting until 2014; 1st yr. recognition was pursued 
• ISTC internal sustainability committee—prime time/vehicle for creating internal 

policy 
 

 



• Some aspects of purchasing & 
all aspects of end-of-life 
management beyond control 
of individual units 

• Policy written laying out how 
we comply with campus 
policies & how we go beyond 
campus compliance for each 
of the three lifecycle phases—
Purchasing, Use, & End-of-Life 
Management 

 



Purchasing 
• Campus policy already focuses on energy-efficient (Energy Star) 

equipment & recycled content where possible 
• ISTC policy includes preferences for reused (from campus, State, or 

federal surplus), refurbished equipment, local availability, & a 
minimum of EPEAT Bronze (for applicable devices) 

Use 
• Campus policy includes turning devices off when not in use, energy 

conservation, limiting printing & default double-sided printing 
(suggestion) 

• ISTC policy makes double-sided default a requirement & Energy Star 
‘sleep’ & ‘power down’ features enabled on all equipment except 
certain computers controlling lab equipment 



 

End-of-Life Management 
• All functioning equipment on campus is put into campus surplus property 

for reuse/recirculation  
• Sent to state Central Management Services Surplus property if not reused 

on campus for use in other state units, public auction, or donation to 
eligible IL schools, non-profits, & daycare centers (State Surplus Computer 
Donation Program) 

• Non-functioning items are recycled via an R2 certified recycler 



Challenges 
 
 

• Purchasing records weren’t always clear; IT staff order devices in 
bundles, so something that looks like 1 item in our records could be 
multiple items 

• University centralized purchasing system is unwieldy in some ways; 
products can be flagged as ‘green’ or ‘recycled’ but meanings/reasons 
for designations not always clear 

• Can’t search central purchasing system for EPEAT registered items 
• Existing campus policies related to electronics not all listed in one 

manual/on one site, so half the battle was gathering all the campus 
policies together. 

 







Moving Forward 
• May increase purchasing requirements to EPEAT silver level 
• ISTC staff members are involved with recently formed campus-wide 

committee on purchasing and waste, so hopefully our policy can be 
influential at that level 

• We’ll continue to encourage other units & other organizations to join 
SEC 

• Illini Gadget Garage—SEI lead campus project. Collaborative repair 
center for students and staff owned electronics. So we’re promoting 
repair and extending the useful life of electronics. Funded by Student 
Sustainability Committee.  

http://www.sustainelectronics.illinois.edu/research/gadgetgarage.cfm  
 

http://www.sustainelectronics.illinois.edu/research/gadgetgarage.cfm
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Joy Scrogum 
jscrogum@illinois.edu  

217-333-8948 
 

THANK YOU 

 
ISTC Headquarters 

Central Illinois 
Peoria, Illinois 

Southern Illinois 
Godfrey, Illinois 

Chicago Region  
Oak Brook, Illinois 

1 E. Hazelwood Drive 
Champaign, Illinois 

 
ISTC Satellite Offices 
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